TIDIOUTE BOROUGH
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
JULY 14, 2026

The advertised 2026 meeting of Council was called to order by President, Steve Morrison with the pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 pm in the Tidioute Borough Office located at 129 Main Street.  A roll call was taken with the following Council members and staff present.
   
Steve Morrison, President			Cindy Paulmier				
James Bush					Trisha Hulings				
James Klos					Linda Reed					
Henry Brown, Mayor 			Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager 
 					
Public: Resident Beth Bonner in person and resident Vicki McLaughlin via Microsoft Teams.  

Public Comment: 
· Resident, Beth Bonner spoke to Council about dogs running loose in the Borough. She said dogs are often off leash at the boat launch, where there are no signs, and that dogs are also leaving their owners' properties and running loose.  Beth Bonner reported that on June 16, 2026, she was bitten by a dog while it was attempting to attack her dog, resulting in injuries that require surgery, and stated that the dog involved continues to run loose after leaving a resident’s property to attack her dog. Beth Bonner also reported a second incident on June 25, 2026, when she encountered another loose dog on a side road. Although she crossed to the opposite side of the road to avoid the dog, it still approached her and her dog aggressively. She stated that dogs are frequently off leash at the boat launch and are often not confined to their owners' yards. Beth Bonner asked whether the Borough could address the issue through an ordinance or by installing signage and requested that existing animal control laws be enforced. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that she had spoken with the Dog Warden regarding these concerns and explained that Pennsylvania does not have a statewide leash law but instead enforces Section 305 of the Pennsylvania Dog Law, which requires owners to keep their dogs confined or under reasonable control at all times. Amanda Mesel noted that evidence, such as video or other documentation showing an owner failing to control their dog, may be necessary for enforcement. Following discussion, Council Member Cindy Paulmier commented that even if the Borough were to adopt a local leash ordinance, there is currently no local enforcement officer available to enforce it. Council thanked Beth Bonner for attending the meeting and bringing her concerns forward.

Minutes and Approval of Treasurers Report and Bills: 
· A motion was made by Trisha Hulings, seconded by Linda Reed, to approve June 9, 2026, and June 24, 2026, meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously. A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier and seconded by Trisha Hulings to approve the Treasurer’s report, and payment of the bills along with the solid waste bills from June 2026. The motion was passed unanimously.  

President Report:  
· Steve Morrison, President stated that he has nothing to report.

Mayor’s Report:   
· Mayor Henry Brown stated that while he understands the water issues are the top priority, McCauley Hill also needs maintenance. Henry Brown said the road is washing out and needs to be graded, with the ditches cleaned.

Maintenance Report: A written report was given to all members for their review. 
· Mayor Henry Brown asked about the status of the brakes on the service trucks.  
· Council Member Trisha Hulings asked about the status of the pressure washer. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the parts have arrived, and the repairs are expected to be completed this week under warranty.
· Council Member Linda Reed asked if all of the leaks on Spruce Street had been found and repaired. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the leaks have been repaired.

Ordinance Report: 
· Borough President, Steve Morrison reported that the dog control was discussed during public commenting.  
· Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel stated that there are several properties in the community with high grass. Residents and Council Members have reported the issues. Amanda requested permission to send courtesy letters to residents she has been unable to contact. Mayor Henry Brown reported that 277 Main Street needs to fill in the ditch at the property for the water line. Council Member Linda Reed also reported that trash needs to be removed from the property. Amanda stated that the resident had already contacted the office regarding the trash issue and removal.  

Committee Reports:  
Recreation Committee:
· Linda Reed reported there was no update on the Tidioute Area Community Fund grant.
· Linda Reed reported there is no update on the new locks for the Boat Launch restrooms. The locks have been returned, but Council Member, Cindy Paulmier is locking the restrooms each night.  
· Linda Reed addressed the Council board stating the Borough is fixing the boat launch and doing maintenance, but we get nothing in return.  Steve Morrison stated that the businesses benefit from the boat launch and stated we get the tax monies from the businesses.  Linda Reed wants Council to think about this.  Cindy Paulmier stated it does bring people to the community.  Linda Reed stated its more work for the Borough.  

Streets & Property Committee:
    James Bush reported there is no update on the Parking Ordinance, as the committee has not met yet. 
  	James Bush reported he has no update on Route 62 signage. 
· There is no update on the PennDOT Main Street/Buckingham/Elm Street paving project.
· James Bush reported he has no update on the Route 62 signage.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported on Resolution #9 of 2026, authorizing the execution of a Sidewalk Maintenance Agreement with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, acting through the Department of Transportation. A motion was made by James Bush, seconded by Cindy Paulmier, to approve Resolution #9 of 2026 and sign the sidewalk maintenance agreement.

Public Safety: 
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that the Multi-Municipal Commission meeting was scheduled for June 24, 2026. Cindy Paulmier was unable to attend due to the joint Tidioute Borough and Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority meeting.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the new contract with Bureau Vista North America is currently on hold.

Finance Committee: 
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that work on the budget will begin soon.

Solid Waste Committee: 
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that the solid waste contract is expiring and will need to go out for bid for the 2027-2029 term.
· Council Member Linda Reed reported that the Lions Club has removed all of their items from the recycling center except for the baler. The Lion’s Club was unable to remove the item and offered it to the Borough. After discussion, the Board requested that Borough Manager Amanda Mesel contact Virgile’s to see if they are interested in purchasing the baler. Amanda Mesel also reported that Mortenson’s in Sugar Grove contacted the office regarding the recycling items.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that Richard Celko, owner of 123 Main Street, Tidioute, PA 16351, requested a discount on the solid waste service bill because the downstairs portion of the building is vacant. Richard Celko stated he was willing to pay $27.00 for the upstairs portion only and expressed that he feels the Borough should offer discounts to help local businesses. A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier, seconded by Trisha Hulings, to not grant the discount and keep the charge at full price. The motion passed unanimously.
Personnel Committee:
· Personnel Committee had nothing to report.

Revitalization Committee:  
· Council Member Trisha Hulings reported that she believes the World War II (WWII) event was a success. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that an invoice was received from Core Creative for the design of the rack cards. Amanda Mesel also reported that the account is currently in deficit after reviewing the 
invoices received by the office with Council. Discussion was held regarding photographs from the event that the Borough has not received. Trisha Hulings reported that Dan Reese has the photos and plans to provide them to the Borough. Trisha Hulings also stated that there was not much advertising for the event. The committee has discussed holding the event the weekend between Father’s Day and July 4th, but an exact date was not provided by Trisha Hulings. Trisha Hulings made a motion to move the WWII Reenactment event to a nonprofit organization within the community. The motion did not receive a second due to Council’s concerns regarding the T-shirt sales and where the profits are being directed. Council discussed that the Borough paid for the shirts and that any profits should continue to be returned to the Borough. The motion did not carry due to the lack of a second.

[bookmark: _Hlk190337632]New Business:  
1. Borough President, Steve Morrison reported that Stapleford & Byham, LLC has dissolved, as both solicitors will be practicing separately.  Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that Stapleford Law Office, LLC, provided Council with a new agreement. A motion was made by James Klos, seconded by James Bush, to sign the agreement with Stapleford Law Office, LLC. The motion carried with all in favor.
2. Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, reported about the Oil Region Alliance event in celebration of the America250 called the Epic Allegheny Odyssey on July 28, 2026.  The event is open to the public on the lumber history of the region and will be presented by the Lumber Heritage Area at 6:00pm.  
3. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that Council Member Trisha Hulings submitted her resignation effective August 22, 2026. Amanda explained that, according to Borough Code, once the resignation is accepted and the vacancy occurs, Council has 30 days to fill the position. Council agreed to wait until the August meeting to consider acceptance of the resignation. James Bush suggested reviewing the results of the last election and considering appointing the candidate with the next highest number of votes. Amanda Mesel also provided Council with a letter of interest from resident Eric Carlson for the position and stated that she would advertise the vacancy on the Borough website.

Old Business: 
1. A lengthy discussion was held regarding online public participation and the virtual channel for the public to view meetings. James Bush made a motion to have a resolution prepared for the next meeting to discontinue virtual and online public participation options. Trisha Hulings seconded the motion. The motion carried with all in favor.
2. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel requested that the order to show cause for 128 Main Street be removed from the agenda until the solicitor has an opportunity to review the matter. James Klos made a motion to remove the item from the agenda, seconded by Trisha Hulings. The motion carried with all in favor.    
3. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that all cases, except Case No. 121 of 2026, have been settled with the insurance company and the municipality has received notice.
4. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that paving on Sheridan Street has been completed. Amanda Mesel noted that damage to the curb occurred up at the top by Pleasant Street.  After discussion, Council directed Amanda to have Waste Management file a claim, as the damage was caused by a trash truck driving over the curb.

Correspondence:  All correspondences were reviewed by Council with the following inquiries:
· Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel reported that the Water Street property was subdivided per Warren County Planning and Zoning.
· Amanda Mesel reported the County Liquid Fuels check was received.  
· James Klos inquired about the Building Inspector Underwriters correspondence for the pool at 149 Main Street.  Amanda Mesel reported that the file becomes a permanent record once the permit is completed.   

Second Public Comment: 
· No second public comment.  

Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority Correspondence:
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority Board Member David Paulmier has resigned due to health-related issues. Linda Reed stated that she was sorry to see him leave. Amanda Mesel noted that his resignation is a significant loss to the Authority Board, as David has been a valuable asset with his knowledge of the water system. A motion was made by Linda Reed, seconded by Trisha Hulings, and the motion passed with all in favor.
· A discussion was held regarding the future operations of the water plant. Henry Brown asked about the next steps for the Water Authority. Steve Morrison reported that the Authority plans to drill wells through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection program. Discussion was also held regarding the recirculation line under the river and cleaning the dam.

Adjournment:
· A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier and seconded by Trisha Hulings to adjourn the meeting at 8:52pm.  The motion carried all in favor.  


Respectfully submitted:



Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager

Approved: August 11, 2026
