TIDIOUTE BOROUGH
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
JUNE 9, 2026

The advertised 2026 meeting of Council was called to order by Vice President, Heather Cass with the pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 pm in the Tidioute Borough Office located at 129 Main Street.  A roll call was taken with the following Council members and staff present.
   
Heather Cass, Vice President		Cindy Paulmier				
James Bush					Trisha Hulings				
James Klos					Linda Reed					
Henry Brown, Mayor 			Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager 
 					
Public: Resident Kirk O’Neill, Christine Brooks, Tom Brooks and Waylon Henderson and via Microsoft Teams:  “FKU Llc”s Incredible CEO”, Michelle, Sarah, Vicki, Mike, Shelly, and Crystal Heenan.

Public Comment: 
· Resident Kirk O’Neill informed Council that he is willing to assist with addressing the water issues.
· Christine Brooks addressed Council regarding the ongoing water issues. Vice President Heather Cass informed her that the Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority is responsible for those matters and noted that the Authority will meet on Thursday, June 11, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
· Nathaniel Weaver, CEO of FKU, asked what had happened to the water buffalo and questioned whether Council members care about the residents and future of Tidioute.

Minutes and Approval of Treasurers Report and Bills: 
· A motion was made by Linda Reed, seconded by Trisha Hulings, to accept May 12, 2026, meeting minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.    
· A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier and seconded by Linda Reed to approve the Treasurer’s report, and payment of the bills along with the solid waste bills from May 2026. The motion was passed unanimously.  

President Report:  
· Heather Cass, Vice President stated that she has nothing to report.

Mayor’s Report:   
· Mayor Henry Brown reported that he attended the Council of Governments (COG) meeting on June 3, 2026. Mayor Brown stated that he no longer plans to attend future COG meetings because of the high cost of fuel and is seeking another representative to attend on behalf of the municipality.  Mayor Brown noted that the meeting included routine discussions regarding fire department matters and municipal issues. Vice President Heather Cass asked whether any Council members would be interested in attending future COG meetings.  Mayor Brown also addressed Council regarding the recent water issue and the Right-to-Know request that was filed. Mayor Brown questioned why corrective action was not taken earlier and expressed his belief that many of the resulting issues could have been avoided if they had been addressed at the beginning.

Maintenance Report: A written report was given to all members for their review. 
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel informed Council that the maintenance crew has been spending most of their time on water-related work and has not been able to get much other Borough work done.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the maintenance crew completed all work at the boat launch area.

Ordinance Report: 
· Public Safety Chair Cindy Paulmier provided an update on a formal complaint regarding the property located at 185 Main Street that had been discussed at a previous meeting. Council Member Heather Cass disclosed a conflict of interest as the property owner and abstained from discussion and voting on the matter.  Chair Paulmier reported that the chimney has been removed and that the matter has been resolved. 
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel stated that the review and discussion of property code violations will remain on the agenda each month in case Council members have properties that need to be addressed. 

Committee Reports:  
Recreation Committee:
· Linda Reed, Recreation chair, stated that Council had been awaiting a response from the Lions Club but that it does not appear any action will be taken.  Linda Reed requested that this item be removed from the agenda.
· Linda Reed explained to Council that the new locks purchased for the boat launch did not work.  The locks have been returned for a full refund.  The board will continue to research another option.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported there was no update on the Tidioute Area Community Fund grant.

Streets and Properties:
· Council Member James Bush reported that the Streets and Property Committee will continue working on the necessary steps to amend the ordinance, as a meeting is scheduled for later this month.
· Council Member James Bush reported that the sign on Route 62 requires additional information and is currently on hold.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the Main, Buckingham, and Elm Street paving project is scheduled to take place at the end of summer. No official start date has been announced.

Public Safety: 
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that the Multi-Municipal Commission meeting is scheduled for June 24, 2026. Cindy Paulmier stated that if the meetings do not begin to start addressing new items, she will no longer attend.  
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the new contract with Bureau Vista North America is currently on hold.

Finance Committee: 
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that numerous Right-to-Know requests have been received by the office.  Cindy Paulmier stated that responding to these requests has resulted in significant costs to the municipality, including expenses related to hiring an IT specialist to retrieve emails and the involvement of the solicitor.

Solid Waste Committee: 
· Council Member, Cindy Paulmier reported that a letter had previously been issued requiring the removal of items from the recycling center building by June 1, 2026; however, the items were not removed by the deadline.  Cindy Paulmier further reported that one trailer has been removed by the Lions Club, but one trailer remains at the recycling center building. Items inside the recycling center building also remain.  It was noted that Lion Club representatives requested Borough Manager Amanda Mesel list the items for sale on Municibid; however, Council determined that it should not be the Borough’s responsibility to sell the items if it would not receive the full proceeds.  It was determined that the solicitor should be involved in the matter.

Personnel Committee:
· Council Member Cindy Paulmier reported that the full-time maintenance position has not been filled due to candidates not meeting the required qualifications.  Council Member Paulmier requested an executive session for personnel matters at 7:31 p.m. Council returned from executive session at 7:45 p.m. with no action taken.  

Revitalization Committee:  
· Council Member Trisha Hulings reported that the World War II (WWII) event will receive a $300.00 donation from Deerfield Township toward the event. She also reported that rack cards have been created featuring photographs from previous reenactments, with a list of events on the reverse side.  Council Member Hulings requested the closure of Railroad and Greene Streets from Friday through Sunday for the event. The motion was seconded by Council Member Linda Reed and passed unanimously.

[bookmark: _Hlk190337632]New Business:  
1. There was no new business to report.

Old Business: 
1. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that a certified letter was received by the office regarding 128 Main Street. Amanda Mesel stated that the solicitor will review the information, and the matter is currently under review. 
2. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that all cases except Case No. 121 of 2026 have been settled with the insurance company; however, no official notice has been received by the office at this time. 
3. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that paving on Sheridan Street, as part of the Community Development Block Grant stormwater project, has been completed. Amanda Mesel noted that curb repair and sealing still need to be completed. 

Correspondence:  
· All correspondences were reviewed by Council with no further questions.  

Second Public Comment: 
· Resident Rita Brooks inquired about oversight of the Water Authority Board, specifically asking whether the Borough Council has control over the Water Authority. Rita Brooks also questioned whether required testing had been submitted, noting that these issues have reportedly been ongoing since 2019. Rita Brooks stated that she is unsure of the current status of the water quality. Rita Brooks stated that improved communication with the public would be helpful. Rita Brooks also thanked Council for their service.
· Waylon Henderson inquired as to when the water will be safe to drink. Council responded that the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection is involved in addressing the matter. Mayor Henry Brown stated that the water is safe to drink if it is boiled first.
· Nathaniel Weaver questioned Council regarding the State Police fines and penalties correspondence listed on the agenda. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel clarified that this item represents income for the municipality in the form of a deposit and is not an expense to be paid by the Borough.

Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority Correspondence:
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority voted at its May meeting to purchase the cell phones and assume full responsibility for the associated cell phone plan costs.
· Cindy Paulmier addressed concerns regarding the water buffalo located in the community. It was explained that the water buffalo was brought into the community without the municipality's prior knowledge. On June 5, 2026, the municipality received an email from the Department of Environmental Protection stating that the water buffalo was required to be labeled as non-potable water and that no permit had been issued for its use. The Department of Environmental Protection subsequently contacted Pennsylvania American Water and the business where the water buffalo was located. Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel, reiterated that the Borough had no involvement in the removal of the water buffalo.
· Council member Cindy Paulmier requested that a joint meeting be held between the Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority and Tidioute Borough Council. Following discussion, Linda Reed made a motion to schedule the joint meeting for Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. The motion was seconded by Trisha Hulings and carried unanimously.

Adjournment:
· A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier and seconded by Linda Reed to adjourn the meeting at 8:14pm.  The motion carried all in favor.  


Respectfully submitted:



Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager

Approved: July 14, 2026
