TIDIOUTE BOROUGH
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
MAY 12, 2026

The advertised 2026 meeting of Council was called to order by President, Steve Morrison with the pledge of Allegiance at 7:00 pm in the Tidioute Borough Office located at 129 Main Street.  A roll call was taken with the following Council members and staff present.
   
Steve Morrison, President			Heather Cass, Vice President		
Cindy Paulmier				James Bush					
Trisha Hulings				James Klos
Linda Reed					Henry Brown, Mayor 
Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager 
 					
Public: Resident James Amend, Tom Colbert, and Judy Sabella and via Microsoft Teams:  N.F. Weaver, C.E.O. FKU Limited Liability Co. and Jani Roberts

Public Comment: 
· Resident James Amend addressed Council regarding the dog ordinance.  James Amend stated that he knows which neighbor reported the barking dog complaint. Council member Cindy Paulmier explained that Council is required to address every complaint received by the office and therefore had no choice but to issue the letter.
· Tom Colbert addressed Council regarding the upcoming Flag Ceremony on June 14, 2026, at the Pennsylvania State Championship Fishing Tournament. Mr. Colbert requested that the Borough purchase or donate new flags for the event. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel asked about the quantity and size of the flags needed. Mr. Colbert stated that the Borough previously donated three flags, which he believes were 3' x 5' in size.
· Judy Sabella stated she had no public comment.
· Jani Roberts stated that her father, Ronnie Weller, would like PennDOT to hold a public meeting regarding the road paving project. Jani Roberts stated that Ronnie Weller had contacted Ryan Wescoat at PennDOT, who indicated that a town meeting could be arranged regarding the issue. Council member Heather Cass inquired whether the meeting would be intended for public awareness.  Jani Roberts responded that she would like to keep the public informed and involved in the process.
· Nathaniel Weaver stated that the Council is accountable to all taxpayers. During his allotted three minutes for public comment, he spoke generally and did not address any specific issue.

Minutes and Approval of Treasurers Report and Bills: A motion was made by Linda Reed, seconded by Cindy Paulmier, to accept April 14, 2026, meeting minutes.  The motion passed unanimously.    
· A motion was made by Cindy Paulmier and seconded by Linda Reed to approve the Treasurer’s report, and payment of the bills along with the solid waste bills from April 2026. The motion was passed unanimously.  

President Report:  Steve Morrison, President stated that he has nothing to report.
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Henry Brown stated that he was unable to attend the April 1, 2026, COG meeting and that no other representatives from the Borough were able to attend. 
Maintenance Report: A written report was given to all members for their review. 
· Trisha Hulings inquired about when the dock would be installed. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the maintenance crew plans to have the dock installed by Memorial Day and is monitoring water levels to determine the appropriate time for placement.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel informed Council that the maintenance crew has been spending most of their time on water-related work and has not been able to get much other Borough work done.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel stated that the maintenance crew is making sure the Limestone ballfields are mowed every Monday during Little League season.

Ordinance Report: 
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel presented Council with a formal complaint filed regarding the property at 185 Main Street. Council member Heather Cass disclosed a conflict of interest and abstained from discussion and voting, as she is the property owner of 185 Main Street. Amanda Mesel provided Council with three photographs related to the complaint.  Council member Cindy Paulmier stated that the matter should be tabled until the property can be reviewed.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel stated that the review and discussion of property code violations will remain on the agenda each month in case Council members have properties that need to be addressed. 

Committee Reports:  
Recreation Committee:
· Linda Reed addressed Council regarding the electrical issue at the Borough garage. Linda Reed stated that Council had been waiting to hear from the Lions Club to determine whether the remaining funds in the Lions Club account could be used for the project. Borough President, Steve Morrison stated that he had spoken with Bill from the Lions Club and advised Council not to expect funding from the Lions Club for the project.
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission held its meeting on April 27, 2026, and that Tidioute Borough was awarded the full amount requested through the 2026 Boating Facility Grant. Amanda Mesel stated that the engineers are currently working on the permits and that the contracts will be presented to Council for signature once the permits are completed.  
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that the Sokolski Family Fund Grant in the amount of $3,000.00 was deposited into the Riverfront Project PLGIT account. Council member Linda Reed asked if the funds were intended for signage, and Amanda Mesel stated that the funds are to be used for the Riverfront Project.  
· Council member, Cindy Paulmier stated that the Tidioute Area Community Fund is reviewing the submitted grant application and asked for patience during the process.
· Linda Reed discussed the fountain project, and Council agreed to remove the item from the agenda because there is currently no budget for a new fountain installation. 
· Linda Reed asked about the new locks for the boat launch restrooms. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel stated that the locks have arrived but still need to be installed.
· Linda Reed asked about the mulch at the playground near the boat launch. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel stated that the mulch needs to be raked back up from the bottom of the hill and that Conservation Day students will be helping with the project.
Streets and Properties:
· Heather Cass reported that the Streets and Property Committee will continue working on the necessary steps to amend the ordinance and will also review parking sign placement for designated parking areas on Main Street. Heather Cass stated that the committee will have to meet in June to discuss this further.
· Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, reported that she completed the ESM training and would like to remove this item from the agenda until the fall after speaking with the Conservation District. It was agreed to remove the item.
· Heather Cass reported that a meeting was held with PennDOT and Tidioute businesses regarding sign placement on Route 62. Due to the easement, the sign could only be placed on the riverbank with high posts or on the opposite side of the road. Heather Cass reported that there is not enough space to place the sign on the business side, as that sign is being moved farther up Route 62. Heather Cass also reported that a permit would need to be filed for the sign because there is currently no permit for it.
· A motion was made by Heather Cass and seconded by James Bush to sign and approve the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation Authorization to Enter for the ADA ramp. The motion carried unanimously.
· Heather Cass reported that the PennDOT meeting regarding the Tidioute Truss Bridge Preservation Project was attended on May 12, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Heather Cass reported that concerns were discussed regarding emergency services, borrowing an ambulance, and the possibility of people walking across the bridge during emergencies. There were also concerns about painting only up to the splash guard. It was noted that the project is estimated at $6 million, and painting the entire bridge is not possible. Heather Cass stated that there was also discussion regarding truck weight limits because all other roads entering the Borough have weight restrictions.

Public Safety: 
· Cindy Paulmier reported that the Multi-Municipal Commission meeting on April 22, 2026, was cancelled.  Council member Cindy Paulmier stated the next meeting should be in June.  
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that she reviewed the contract with Building Code Inspectors Underwriters and stated that Council would need to send a 30-day notice letter if they decide to switch to Bureau Veritas North America, Inc. Amanda Mesel also stated she had spoken with Building Code Inspectors Underwriters this week regarding several properties in Tidioute Borough that are currently being worked on and expressed concern about making a change while active permits are still in progress. Council member, Cindy Paulmier, suggested waiting one more month to see how the current cases progress before making any decision on a change.

Finance Committee: 
· Council member Cindy Paulmier reported that the finance committee has not met recently. Ms. Paulmier also expressed concern regarding the Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority and its impact on the Borough’s finances.

Solid Waste Committee:
· Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel, reported that Bill from the Lions Club has left messages, and she has returned the calls but has not been able to make contact with him.  

Personnel Committee:
· Council member, Cindy Paulmier, reported that none of the submitted applications met the qualifications. Cindy Paulmier would like the job posted again.  Henry Brown inquired whether an employee had left, and Council member Cindy Paulmier informed him about the open position.

Revitalization Committee:  
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel explained to Council that a resident provided a flyer for an event and asked whether it could be included in the next mass mailing. Amanda Mesel also inquired about using the call blast feature to notify residents of events throughout the town.  Trisha Hulings asked if newsletters had been mailed to residents in the past. Amanda Mesel stated that they had been posted on the Borough website and available at the Borough office.  James Bush stated he did not agree with including flyers in the mailings, and Cindy Paulmier agreed.  After a lengthy discussion, it was determined that event organizers could coordinate a joint mass mailing for all events around May, prior to the start of the event season.
· Council Member Trisha Hulings reported that the WWII Reenactment received a $1,000 Warren Worx mini grant. Trisha Hulings also reported that the invoice for the shirts has been paid, and that the tentative schedule is expected to be completed this week.  Trisha Hulings stated that Dan Reese contacted Aaron Schmidt regarding the trash bins purchased last year, which were found to be disposable and will need to be replaced. Dave Manning is donating hay bales for the event. Trisha Hulings also reported that she will pick up donation bins outside of Tidioute this weekend.  The next planning meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 21, 2026, at the American Legion.  There was discussion regarding financial concerns and the possibility that event costs may exceed available funds. Borough President, Steve Morrison stated that once the funds are exhausted, no additional invoices will be able to be paid by the Borough.  Trisha Hulings also discussed a waiver that needs Council approval for the reenactors. There was also discussion about providing bottled water for the reenactors and no action was taken.

New Business:  
1. Amanda Mesel reported that a Civil Lawsuit:  170-2026 was served to the municipality.  The lawsuit has been submitted to the insurance company.   
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Old Business: 
1. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that Conservation Day is scheduled for May 18, 2026, with rain dates of May 21, 2026, or May 22, 2026. She noted there will be four groups: one to plant flowers, one to rake mulch, one to stain the picnic tables at Benner’s Park, and one to paint the stairs at the Main Street ballfields. It was decided that the mulch group would also apply a clear coat stain to the playground.
2. Amanda Mesel reported that the solicitor has received the information for the Order to Show Cause regarding 128 Main Street, and it is currently under review.
3. Amanda Mesel stated that the hearing for County Docket 202-2024 was cancelled and rescheduled. There is no update at this time for cases 358-2024 and 264-2025.
4. Amanda Mesel reported that paving for Sheridan Street, as part of the Community Development Block Grant stormwater project, is expected to begin this week, although the exact start date has not yet been confirmed.

Correspondence:  
· All correspondences were reviewed by Council with no further questions.  

Second Public Comment: 
· Nathaniel Weaver addressed Council, stating he was pleased that the bridge is being reconstructed. Nathaniel Weaver also stated that Constable Shawn Young is no longer performing constable duties in the 37th Judicial District as the position has been removed. Nathaniel Weaver further commented that if there are no funds available for events, Council should not be concerned with them. 

Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority Correspondence:
· Borough Manager Amanda Mesel reported that a Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority board member requested the use of social media again. Ms. Mesel stated that she does not use the social media platform and that a Council member would need to manage the page if it were reopened. Trisha Hulings made a motion not to reopen the Facebook page. Cindy Paulmier seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
· Council member Cindy Paulmier reported that an employee has expressed willingness to carry a company phone.  Cindy Paulmier also noted that in the past, the Borough covered a former employee’s cell phone bill. It was agreed that this matter would be brought to the Southwest Warren County Municipal Authority meeting on May 14, 2026, for further discussion.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by James Bush and seconded by Linda Reed to adjourn the meeting at 8:48pm.  The motion carried all in favor.  

Respectfully submitted:



Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager

Approved: June 9, 2026
