SOUTHWEST WARREN COUNTY MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY
MEETING MINUTES
February 12, 2026

Being a quorum present, the meeting was called to order by Authority Chairman, Steve Morrison with the Pledge of Allegiance promptly at 7:00 PM in the Tidioute Borough Office located at 129 Main Street.  Those in attendance were: 
				   		
Steve Morrison, Chairman					Jeremy Nicholson, Chairman          David Manning						Robert Konkle		 
Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager	
							
Public: Cindy Paulmier, Borough Council Personnel Committee Chair, Resident:  Carrie and Shawn Powers along with Jeff Franco
· Mr. and Mrs. Shawn Powers addressed the Authority Board regarding the letter they received concerning the apartment located above the garage at 56 Jefferson Street. They stated that the unit does not contain facilities for food preparation, explaining that there are only a sink and no other kitchen amenities. They provided photographs of the garage area for the Board’s review.
· Jeff Franco addressed the Authority Board regarding the two utility meters at his property located at 118 Main Street. Jeff Franco stated that he purchased the building in December and is currently residing in the upstairs unit. Jeff Franco explained that the downstairs unit is not currently rented, and he is uncertain of his future plans for that space. Jeff Franco further stated that if the downstairs unit were to be rented, he would be willing to pay the associated utility costs. At this time, Jeff Franco is requesting that the property be changed to one meter with a single bill.  Steve Morrison responded that the Board would review the matter and would be in contact with Jeff Franco regarding their decision.

Minutes: A motion was made to approve the minutes from the January 2026 meeting by Jeremy Nicholson and seconded by Robert Konkle.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report: David Manning moved to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay monthly bills, seconded by Jeremy Nicholson.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Maintenance Report: A maintenance report handout was provided to the Authority board.
· Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, reported to the Authority that a violation was issued for failing to report Haloacetic Acids (HAA5). Authority Board member David Manning inquired about the amount of the violation fine;  Amanda Mesel stated that no amount could be provided at this time.
· Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, informed the Board that all locks at the buildings and gates have been changed to combination locks.
· Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, stated that numerous leaks have been found in the residents’ homes due to the cold weather.  
New Business:  
1. Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, reported to the Authority Board that a violation for Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) was issued by the Department of Environmental Protection. She noted that the official certified letter has not yet been received in the office and that the notification was received via email.
2. Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager, reported that the residents at 1 Third Street experienced a leak which resulted in extremely high water usage. Amanda Mesel requested that the account be credited for the excess sewage charges associated with the leak.  A motion was made by David Manning and seconded by Robert Konkle to credit the account at 1 Third Street for the sewage overage due to the leak. The motion carried unanimously.

Old Business:
1. Chairman, Steve Morrison stated that the Statement of Financial Interests and Non-Disclosure and Confidentiality Agreement were distributed and are due back to the office by May 1, 2026.
2. Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel, reported the three Local Share Account grants have been submitted.  And there is no information to report at this time.

Correspondence: All correspondences were reviewed by the Authority.
· Borough Manager, Amanda Mesel reported that Univar Solutions had issued an unclaimed property notice in the amount of $1,500.00 for the year 2023. Amanda Mesel stated that she has filed the necessary claim and that the refund will be issued.
  
Personnel Committee:  Chairman Steve Morrison announced the board was going into executive session at 7:15pm for the purpose of the discussion of personnel matters.  Cindy Paulmier, Personnel Chair, was invited to attend the executive session.  Chairman, Steve Morrison announced that the Authority board was returning from executive session at 7:39pm and the Authority Board took the following action.
· David Manning made a motion to hire Steve Bailey and Raymond Tyler Brzezinski as full-time maintenance employees at a rate of $19.00 per hour. The motion was seconded by Robert Konkle and passed unanimously.
· Jeremy Nicholson made a motion to change the maintenance personnel payroll allocation to 60% Southwest Warren County and 40% Tidioute Borough, with the 60% allocation to be further divided as 35% water and 25% sewer. The motion was seconded by David Manning and passed unanimously.
· David Manning made a motion to accept the termination of Matthew Joseph as the part time as needed snow plowing position.  The motion was seconded by Robert Knokle and passed all in favor.  

Public Utility Accounts & Delinquent List: Members reviewed the delinquent public utility customer list with no further questions.  

Policy Rules & Regulations:  
· Chairman Steve Morrison discussed the issue of hotel rates, noting that hotels in town are renting out rooms while paying only one base fee for the entire upstairs. No motion was made at this time.
· After reviewing the photographs provided by the residents of 56 Jefferson Street, the Authority Board determined that the unit is a studio apartment with kitchen facilities. Therefore, the base fee for this residence will be adjusted to two units. Borough Manager Amanda Mesel was instructed to draft a letter to the residents informing them of the Board’s decision.

Sewer Plant & Water Plant Operations: Nothing to report on this meeting.  

A motion to adjourn was made by Robert Konkle and seconded by Jeremy Nicholson.  The motion passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm.  

Respectfully submitted:



Amanda Mesel, Borough Manager

Approved: March 12, 2026
